Template for comments - Draft ISPMs for country consultation, 2006
Draft ISPM: recognition of pest free areas and areas of low pest prevalence
Please use this table for sending country comments to the IPPC Secretariat (ippc@fao.org). See instructions on how to use this template at the end of the table. Following these will greatly facilitate the compilation of comments and the work of the Standards Committee
Please make sure that the cell "country name" is filled for each row of comments and contains the name of the country submitting the comments
	1. Section
	2. Country
	3. Type of comment
	4. Location
	5. Proposed rewording
	6. Explanation

	General comments
	
	
	
	
	

	Specific comments
	
	
	
	
	

	TITLE OF THE DRAFT
	
	
	
	
	

	INTRODUCTION
	
	
	
	
	

	SCOPE 
	
	
	
	
	

	REFERENCES 
	
	
	
	
	

	DEFINITIONS 
	
	
	
	
	

	OUTLINE OF REQUIREMENTS 
	
	
	
	
	

	BACKGROUND
	USA
	technical
	Last sentence of first paragraph
	Delete “to exporting contracting parties”
	unnecessary

	REQUIREMENTS
	
	
	
	
	

	1.  General Considerations
	
	
	
	
	

	2.  General Principles
	
	
	
	
	

	2.1  Sovereign authority
	
	
	
	
	

	2.2  Other relevant principles of the IPPC and its ISPMs
	
	
	
	
	Not necessary

	2.3  Non-discrimination in the recognition of pest free areas and areas of low pest prevalence 
	
	
	
	
	

	2.4  Undue delay
	USA
	editorial
	Last sentence
	Delete “as quickly as possible”, insert “without undue delay”
	More correct

	2.5  Transparency
	
	
	
	
	

	3.  Requirements for the Recognition of Pest Free Areas and Areas of Low Pest Prevalence
	USA
	technical
technical
	First dash point

Third paragraph

	Add after ISPM4: …and ISPM 8 

( Determination of Pest Status in an area).
Suggest rewording to say “Where the PFA status can be easily determined, for example areas where general surveillance indicates the pest is absent and has never been recorded, and long term….”
	Non existing pest records may not be indicative of absence, just a lack of good surveillance. 


	3.1  Responsibilities of contracting parties
	USA
	technical
technical
	Dash points
Last sentence
	Change “if required” and “if necessary” to “if technically justified”
Modify to read “Importing contracting parties should limit any information or data requests with an assessment of recognition to those which are technically justified”.
	Better wording

	3.2  Documentation requirements
	
	
	
	
	

	4.  Procedure for the Recognition of Pest Free Areas and Areas of Low Pest Prevalence
	
	
	
	
	

	4.1  Request for recognition by the NPPO of the exporting contracting party
	USA
	technical
	Dash points
	Add after 4th dash point “Intensity, pest use of commodity, type of damage, and part of plant attacked in the ALPP”  
	It might also be useful to include information on whether the host is a poor host / non host

	4.2  Acknowledgement by the importing contracting party of receipt of the information package and indication of its completeness for assessment purposes
	USA
	editorial
	First sentence
	Replace “promptly” with “without undue delay” 
	Consistent with other parts of draft.

	4.3  Description of assessment process to be used by the importing contracting party
	
	
	
	
	

	4.4  Assessment of the technical information
	USA
	technical

	First paragraph, first sentence 
	Delete “technically”, insert “objectively”
	More correct

	4.5  Notification of results of assessment
	USA
	technical
	End of first paragraph
	Add a sentence “In the case of ALPPs, supplemental measures to meet low prevalence may be necessary”. 
	More detail. 

	4.6  Official recognition
	
	
	
	
	

	4.7  Duration of recognition
	
	
	
	
	

	5.  Arrangements for Recognition of Pest Free Places of Production and Pest Free Production Sites
	
	
	
	
	

	Appendix 1 Flow chart outlining the procedure for the recognition of pest free areas or areas of low pest prevalence
	USA
	technical
	See attachment
	Suggest replacing this appendix with attached document or use this information to modify the current flowchart.
	clearer, easier to understand. 

	Appendix 2 Information required for a request of recognition of pest free areas or areas of low pest prevalence
	USA
	technical
	
	Add a line for “pest / host association” after Commodity(ies) or other regulated articles
	It would be useful to know what part of the host is attacked, whether is the fruit, leaves, stems, roots, etc.


