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AMENDMENTS TO ISPM No. 5 (GLOSSARY OF PHYTOSANITARY TERMS)

Members are asked to consider the following proposals made by the Standards Committee following recommendations by the Technical Panel for the Glossary (TPG) in relation to additions, revisions and deletions in ISPM No. 5 (Glossary of phytosanitary terms). A brief explanation is given for each proposal. For revised terms and definitions, explanations of the changes made to the last approved definition are also given. It is suggested that comments should relate to these changes.

1.
NEW TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

1.1
Prevalence

Background

The term was a proposed addition to the Glossary and was sent out for country consultation in 2004. This term/definition was not approved by the SC in November 2004 on the basis that a definition of low pest prevalence had been proposed in the draft standard on areas of low pest prevalence (ALPP) (now ISPM No. 22). The definition for low pest prevalence was not maintained in ISPM No. 22 (Requirements for the establishment of areas of low pest prevalence). The definition of prevalence was revised by the Glossary working group (GWG) and proposed to the SC in May 2006, as part of the proposed amendments to the Glossary. The SC sent it to the TPG for further review, with queries on the use of the word population in the definition, and whether it applied to field situations, or also to stored product pests or stored product situations. The definition proposed below was developed by the TPG in October 2006 and revised by the SC in May 2007.

The following points may be considered when reviewing the definition below:

-
the proposed definition covers three different types of prevalence, always at a given time: number of production units in which the pest is present related to the total area surveyed; number of plants affected by pest; level of occurrence of a pest in an area (independently from plants or units).

-
however, the concept of "low pest prevalence" in ALPP is a low level of population or a level of pest below a threshold level, without a time component. For that reason, this concept does not fit in the definition of "prevalence".

-
population is used in its statistical sense.. It is specified in the definition that it applies to a population of plants, plant products or other articles
-
the wording defined index or range of values leaves wide possibilities as to how the occurrence may be expressed (e.g. quantitative, or qualitative such as "high", “medium” "low").
Proposed definition

	prevalence (of a pest)
	Proportion of units in a population of plants, plant products or other articles that is affected by a pest at a given time, or the level of occurrence of a pest in an area at a given time as expressed by a defined index or a range of values.


1.2
Tolerance

Background

This term/definition was sent out for country consultation in 2004, as part of the draft ISPM on inspection (now ISPM No. 23). The proposed definition for tolerance had attracted many comments at country consultation. The SC noted that the term would also be considered in the context of the draft on sampling, and would be discussed once the EWG on sampling had met. The definition proposed to the SC in May 2006 was sent back to the TPG for further consideration.  The definition below was proposed by the TPG in October 2006 and revised by the SC in May 2007.

The following points may be considered when reviewing the definition below:

-
the term tolerance is used in various contexts, and the definition below applies to pests only. The term has a very wide application and its definition should be kept broad so as not to restrict its meaning and use. The term tolerance level was proposed.

-
in order to keep the definition wide and not limit usage of the term, the definition uses pest (and not regulated pest) and action (and not phytosanitary action, which would limit it to regulated pests).

-
the definition creates a link between tolerance and prevalence (see proposed definition above).
Proposed definition

	tolerance level
	Prevalence of a pest that is a threshold for  action to control that pest or to prevent its spread or introduction


2.
REVISED TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

2.1
Beneficial organisms

Background

Discussions of the revision of the definition of biological control (following CPM-1) led to the proposal that the definition for biological control should be deleted from the Glossary (adopted at CPM-2) and that the definition of beneficial organisms should be revised to cover sterile insects.
Proposed definition:

	beneficial organism
	Any organism directly or indirectly advantageous to plants or plant products, including biological control agents and sterile insects


3.
PROPOSED DELETIONS

ICPM-7 adopted the revised ISPM No. 3 (2005). A number of terms in the Glossary were defined when ISPM No. 3 (1996) was originally developed. It is proposed that the following terms and their definitions should be deleted. Reasons for the deletion are given for each term.

	term
	reason for deletion

	authority
	ISPM No. 3 (2005) uses the words "NPPO or responsible authority". The existing definition of authority does not apply to that use, and also mentions the "code" which was ISPM No. 3 (1996). The term does not have a meaning which is specific to the IPPC and a definition is not needed.

	biological pesticide (biopesticide)
	The current definition is out of date, for example it does not cover plant extracts. The term is used in ISPM No. 3 (2005) and in ISPM No. 9 but does not have a meaning which is specific for the IPPC, and a definition is not needed.

	- classical biological control, 
- introduction (of a biological control agent), 
- establishment (of a biological control agent)
	The three definitions were linked to ISPM No. 3 (1996). There is no need for specific definitions in relation to any ISPM.

	exotic
	The definition was linked to ISPM No. 3 (1996) and refers to the Code.  The term is not used in ISPM No. 3 (2005). It is now used only in ISPM No. 9. It is recommended  that the equivalent term non indigenous  be used in standards if needed instead of exotic, for the following reasons:

- the definition uses the term ecoarea, which has already been deleted from the glossary. 

- this term causes confusion in Spanish and French since alien and exotic are translated by the same word (exotico in Spanish and exotique in French).
[The SC (May 2007) also recommended that suitable wording be included in the document being prepared on CBD terminology to specify that exotic and non-indigenous could be considered as synonyms.]

	Import Permit (of a biological control agent)
	Import Permit is defined in the glossary and its definition covers the case of import permit for biological control agents.

	micro-organism
	This is a common term which does not have a meaning which is specific for the IPPC

	specificity
	The definition was linked to ISPM No. 3.  This term is self-explanatory and the current definition might cause confusion
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