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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Third Session

Rome, 7 – 11 April 2008

Development of a CPM Technical Assistance Strategy for Phytosanitary Capacity Building - EC written position

Agenda Item 12.3 of the provisional agenda

1.
In order to agree to the Terms of Reference for the Focus Group on a phytosanitary capacity as presented in Annex 1 to Document 2008/14, the EC and its MS need clarification from the IPPC Secretariat on various points. The main concerns and proposals for rewording are pointed out in the table below.
	Document 2008/14, Annex 1: Terms of reference and composition for the Focus Group on phytosanitary capacity - proposed changes 

	Proposed rewording
	Explanation

	The purpose of the Focus group is to produce:

i)
a draft concept paper on national phytosanitary capacity for consideration by the SPTA in 2008 for presentation to CPM-4.

ii)
a draft technical assistance strategy for national phytosanitary capacity building for consideration by the SPTA for presentation to CPM.
	To be consistent in procedure with i) on concept paper. 

	In regard to the draft technical assistance strategy for phytosanitary capacity

For ii) the Focus group will produce a paper that includes: 

-
a draft strategy on the provision of technical assistance strategy for national phytosanitary capacity building for IPPC contracting parties

-
a draft timetable for the completion of detail of the components of the strategy

-
a draft timetable proposed operational plan  for implementing the major steps of this strategy over the first 6 years of its operation.
	To avoid repetition and provide more clarity.

Point for clarification, especially second indent should be clarified otherwise deleted. Second indent is not needed if meant to be an internal Focus group timetable.


	The Focus group will concentrate on completing the developing an  outline of the various components of this chapters in the strategy document.  Where more The IPPC Secretariat will supply detailed information is required, this will be supplied by or through the Secretariat.
	To provide more clarity.

“Detailed information” should be explained. 

Further clarification is required (concept/strategy).

	The strategy will propose actions to deal with various requirements elements of phytosanitary capacity building such as:

-
funding and administration of the overall strategy IPPC capacity building, including 

•
developing relationships with potential donors for capacity building

•
coordination of technical assistance activities by the Secretariat

•
relationship with developing the possible “Helpdesk” proposed under the The IPPC Implementation Review and Support System (See Agenda item 11.3) 
	To be specific and provide more clarity.

Further clarification should be asked to the IPPC Secretariat. 

	· Understanding the responsibilities of contracting parties under the IPPC and the responsibilities of contracting parties for the protection of plant resources 

-
Understanding the importance of the IPPC and its standards in relation to facilitation of trade

-
implementation of critical areas listed in the Business Plan as being part of the technical assistance programme

-
description of the further development and role of the PCE along with other such tools for identifying the need for  aiding capacity development.
	To be specific and provide more clarity.



	In its discussions the Focus Group should consider definitions and capacity building concepts used by of other organizations to see if these concepts may be applicable to capacity building under the in regard to their applicability to the IPPC.
	To be specific and provide more clarity on the scope of the Focus group. 



	Recognizing that the development of draft technical assistance strategy for building phytosanitary capacity is a complex task, the Focus group may decide to recommend that the components of the strategy (such as funding, PCE) be dealt with by separate sub-groups.

Given the complexity of the task the Focus group may need to meet more than once, where necessary with the assistance of experts, e.g. in  funding or the PCE.
	To be consistent with the Composition of the Focus group, as set out in the last paragraph of Annex 1 (see below) and to avoid the use of formalised subgroups.

	Composition of the Focus Group

The Focus Group should be composed of one representative from each of the seven FAO regions. The members of the Focus Group should have good knowledge of technical assistance and capacity building,, and  good knowledge of the IPPC, its objectives and its structures.

Members of the Focus Group will be nominated at CPM-3.

In addition and as required, the IPPC Secretariat and the CPM Bureau may invite appropriate experts to participate at the Focus Group.


	Editorial clarity.


	For reasons of economy, this document is produced in a limited number of copies. Delegates and observers are kindly requested to bring it to the meetings and to refrain from asking for additional copies, unless strictly indispensable.
Most FAO meeting documents are available on Internet at www.fao.org
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