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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Fifth Session

Rome, 22-26 March 2010

Compiled Member Comments on Design and operation of post-entry quarantine stations for plants (CPM2010/02-Annex 3)
Agenda Item 9.2.3 of the Provisional Agenda
1.
The Secretariat compiled comments received in advance of CPM-5 on the draft ISPM on Design and operation of post-entry quarantine stations for plants from the following members:

Draft Standard: Design and operation of post-entry quarantine stations for plants 

· UE
· Japan
· USA
· R. Korea
· Autralia
· Canada
· Kenya
draft standard: 

Design and operation of post-entry quarantine stations for plants
As of 10th  March 2010

The following are comments received according to guidelines given in the document CPM 2010/2. The Secretariat has compiled the comments, as provided by members, in the order of the text. This document is provided for information and the final version will be distributed at the CPM-5 meeting.

	No.
	1. Section
	2. sentence/

row/indent, etc.
	3. Type of comment
	4. Proposed rewording
	5. Explanation
	6. Country

	1 
	GENERAL COMMENTS
	
	editorial 
	
	references to standards eg ISPM 21:2004, is not that given in the latest IPPC Procedural Manual that is available. If the format is to be changed, this change should be advised/discussed at CPM.
	Australia

	2 
	GENERAL COMMENTS
	Whole document
	Technical
	A review of the document to include regulated articles alongside plants and plant commodities throughout the document is required

It is necessary to create an appendix 2, specifying minimun requirements for testing facilities required in a PEQ
	See explanation on outline of requirements

This can easily be borrowed from the PCE Tool and will facilitate compliance to requirements in the text such as, paragraph 2, sentence 2, paragraph 5 sentence 2 and parapgraph 2 sentence 1 of the Background, hyphen no. 8 of the Technical requirements – pg 6 and paragraph 1 of section 2.4
	Kenya 

	3 
	specific COMMENTS
	Sections 2.1, 2.2, 2.3.1, 2.3.2, and the appendix should be numbered to ease reference
	Editorial
	Numbering all the hyphens
	To ease refernce and commenting
	Kenya

	4 
	title
	
	
	
	
	

	5 
	CONTENTS
	
	
	
	
	

	6 
	INTRODUCTION
	para 1
	substantive
	….not infested with regulated quarantine pests.
	Thresholds for regulated non-regulated pests may apply for nursery stock – need to accommodate this concept
	Australia

	7 
	Scope
	
	
	
	
	

	8 
	References 
	
	
	
	
	

	9 
	Definitions
	
	
	
	
	

	10 
	Outline of Requirements
	
	
	
	Consideration should be given to the surrounding vegetation – if they are likely to be hosts of potential pests – ie is wheat material being taken into the facility and is it located in proximity to wheat crops etc…
	Australia

	11 
	Outline of Requirements
	Para 2, sentence 1
	editorial
	…may be associated with consignments of plants for planting are suitably confined, and can do not move or escape from the station and does not allow entry of non-regulated pests or vectors into it.
	The PEQ station is designed to prevent the movement or escape of unwanted organisms. This is better reflected by “can not move”. Also designed to prevent entry of non regulated pests. 
	Australia

	12 
	Outline of Requirements
	para 6 new sentence
	editorial
	Otherwise treatment, destruction or re-export may be appropriate.
	need to indicate option if plants can’t be released
	Australia

	13 
	Outline of Requirements
	Paragraph 1 Sentence 1.

Paragraph 2 Sentence 1

Paragraph 6 Sentence 1

	Technical
	Pest risk analysis (PRA) should be carried out to determine the phytosanitary measures for specified plants for planting commodities and regulated articles. Add the phrase in colour.

For a PEQ station to function successfully, its design and management should ensure that any quarantine pests that may be associated with consignments of plants for planting and regulated articles are suitably confined and do not move or escape from the station.

The plants or regulate articles may be released from quarantine at the completion of the PEQ period if they are found to be free from quarantine pests.
	It will be necessary top put certain regulated articles , for example beneficial organisms, under these requirements and these are not covered by plants as defined in ISPM No. 5. 

This is indeed implied in the second sentence of parapraph 5… infested plant material and other material that may harbour theses pests.

Explanation as above


	Kenya

	14 
	Outline of Requirements
	Final sentence
	Technical
	The plants may be released from quarantine the PEQ station at the completion of the PEQ period if they are found to be free from quarantine pests.


	Consistency with section 3; this ISPM concerns PEQ stations


	EU

	15 
	BACKGROUND
	para 3
	substantive
	The purpose of PEQ is to confine both the plants and any quarantine pest potentially associated with them so that they cannot escape or be roved from the station. for the containment to prevent the escape of pests associated with plants or plant material and prohibit the release/movement of the plants/plant material until a decision on release or destruction of the material has been made.
	The current wording implies that plants can move ie plants are unlikely to escape – however they may be moved by people inappropriately.
	Australia 

	16 
	BACKGROUND
	Para 4
	technical
	… holding other organisms in quarantine (e.g. quarantine pests and , beneficial organisms, biological control agents) for …
	Proposed amendments to ISPM may remove the term “beneficial organisms”, so it should not be used here.
	Australia

	17 
	BACKGROUND
	Determining the need for post-entry quarantine as a phytosanitary measure, 1st paragraph, add new 3rd sentence
	sustantive
	The PRA determines the pest risk associated with the plants for planting and identifies phytosanitary measures, which may include post-entry quarantine, to manage the risk.
PRA will determine if PEQ is needed, and for how long PEQ is necessary.
	This concept should be included more explicitly since for some diseases (e.g. many viruses) the length of time for symptoms to appear may be several years.
	USA

	18 
	REQUIREMENTS
	
	
	
	
	

	19 
	1. General Requirements for PEQ Stations
	sentence 1
	substantive
	The requirements specifications of PEQ stations for consignments of plants for planting should consider reflect the biology of the plants for planting, the biology of the quarantine pests and the biology of any vectors that may potentially be associated with the plants, particularly their mode of dispersal and spread.
	Vectors can be of significantly different size to either the plants or the quarantine pest and may have a different mode of dispersal. Need to also consider mammals and birds as potential vectors if the facilities are not sufficiently secure (eg field situations)
	Australia

	20 
	2. Specific Requirements for PEQ Stations 
	para 1 sentence 2
	substantive
	imported plants for planting 
	only mentions plants for planting. Need to cover other plants that may be in PEQ, as outlined in scope 
	Australia

	21 
	2. Specific Requirements for PEQ Stations
	Paragraph 2 end. 
	Technical
	Add the sentence.. Appendix 2 provides minimum requirements for testing facilities required in a PEQ facility.
	In order to fully comply with the requirtements of paragraph 2, sentence 2, paragraph 5 sentence 2 and parapgraph 2 sentence 1 of the Background, hyphen no. 8 of the Technical requirements – pg 6 and paragraph 1 of section 2.4,  There is need to define minimun requirements for testing that should be in place in a quarantine station.
	Kenya

	22 
	2.1 Location
	
	
	
	
	

	23 
	2.2 Physical requirements
	para 1 sentence 1
	substantive
	plants for planting imported plants
	only mentions plants for planting. Need to cover other plants that may be in PEQ, as outlined in scope 
	Australia

	24 
	2.2 Physical requirements
	dash point 7
	editorial
	access to the station (to avoid control entry to traffic in areas where plants for planting in quarantine are being grown)
	it is unauthorised entry that should be controlled
	Australia

	25 
	2.2 Physical requirements
	new dash point
	substantive
	- waste water management, including decontamination if necessary
	plants require watering and the waste water needs to be managed according to assessed risk
	Australia

	26 
	2.2 Physical requirements
	1st  para  last row
	editorial
	--separation from other plants for plants in the PEQ station.
	clarity 
	R Korea

	27 
	2.2 Physical requirements
	7 indent

13 indent
	Sustantive

sustantive
	Access into and within the station (to avoid traffic in areas where plants for planting in quarantine are being grown)

Decontamination room for workers and clothing
	The movement of people within the facility should be controlled as much as the movement of people into the facility.

The need to wash clothes in the facility rather than carrying potentially contaminated clothes out of the facility should be added.
	USA

	28 
	2.3 Operational requirements
	para 2 sentence 1
	substantive
	plants for planting imported plants
	only mentions plants for planting. Need to cover other plants that may be in PEQ as outlined in scope
	Australia

	29 
	2.3 Operational requirements
	para 2 sentence 2
	editorial
	…meets its objective (see section 2.3.2)
	give reference to further information 
	Australia

	30 
	2.3.1 Staff requirements
	
	
	
	
	

	31 
	2.3.2 Technical and operational procedures
	dash points
	editorial/substantive
	Capacity

· a limit on the number of plants for planting held at any one time in the PEQ station so as not to exceed the capacity of the station in a way that could impede inspection or compromise quarantine

· ensuring adequate spatial separation of different consignments or lots within the station

Access

· restricting staff contact with plants that may be at risk outside the PEQ station

· a means to control the entry of authorized staff and visitors (e.g. escorting visitors, visitor access restrictions, recording system for visitors)

· a procedure to ensure that all staff are adequately qualified, including training  and competency testing where appropriate.

Handling

· description of how plants are to be handled, sampled and transported to diagnostic laboratories for the testing of quarantine pests

Audit

· a schedule for internal and external audits to check that the station meets the requirements (e.g. structural integrity and hygiene requirements) 

Equipment

· use of specific confinement equipment (e.g. biological safety cabinets, cages) if needed

· provision for assessment and control (e.g. maintenance and calibration) of equipment (e.g. autoclaves and biological safety cabinets)

· use of dedicated or disposable personal protective equipment

Disinfesting

· provision for disinfestations of the station before introduction of plants for planting or in the event of pest occurrence

· handling and sanitation procedures that prevent the spread of pests on hands, cutting tools, footwear and clothing, as well as procedures for disinfestation of surfaces in the PEQ station

Monitoring

· provision for monitoring pest occurrence in the PEQ station and its vicinity (e.g. using traps)

· appropriate inspection and/or testing to detect quarantine pests 

· effective contingency plans for disruptions to or failures of quarantine (e.g. fires, accidental release of plants or pests from the station, electrical outages or other emergencies)

· a procedure for dealing with non-compliances including the appropriate treatment or destruction of plant material infested with quarantine pests, and the preservation of specimens if required

Records

· a system to enable full traceability of the consignments through the PEQ station (the traceability system should use a unique identifier from plant consignment arrival through handling, treatment and testing, until release or destruction of the infested consignment)

· criteria for determining what constitutes a breach of quarantine and a reporting system to ensure that any breaches and adopted measures are reported without delay to the NPPO 

· procedures that describe how documents are reviewed, amended and controlled

Disposal

· provision for disposal and inactivation of infested consignments

· procedures for decontamination and disposal of waste, including packaging and substrate
	list is better presented in an order that puts like categories together
	Australia

	32 
	2.3.2 Technical and operational procedures
	last dash point
	substantive
	procedure to ensure that all staff are adequately qualified, including training and competency testing where appropriate
	An important aspect of training. There is a need to demonstrate competency of staff to deliver operations at the required level. 
	Australia 

	33 
	2.3.2 Technical and operational procedures
	Paragraph/hyphen 1 of page 6. 
	Technical 
	Addition of a phrase …a procedure for dealing with non-compliances identified during audits including the appropriate treatment or destruction of plant material infested with quarantine pests, and the preservation of specimens if required
	Non-comliances is the context of this section refer to outcomes of audits and not to the PEQ since also hyphens 11-14 on page 6 deal with complinace of the PEQ.
	Kenya

	34 
	2.3.2 Technical and operational procedures
	Indent 2

Indent 17
	Editorial

Technical
	Change “introduction” to “delivery”

procedures for decontamination and disposal of waste, including packaging and substrate growing medium
	Term “introduction” is a glossary term.

More appropriate term than 'substrate'.


	EU

	35 
	2.3.3 Record keeping
	dash points
	editorial
	· a site plan of the PEQ station showing the location of the PEQ station on the site and all station entrances and access points

· a record of all PEQ activities conducted in the station (e.g. staff activities, inspections, testing, treatments, disposal and release of consignments of plants for planting in quarantine)

· a record of all consignments of plants in the PEQ station and their source of origin

· a record of equipment

· a list of PEQ station staff and other persons authorized to enter the station (or specific parts thereof)

· records of training and skills of staff 

· a record of visitors.
	reorder points into more logical sequence
	Australia

	36 
	2.3.3 Record keeping
	Indent 5
	Technical
	...and their source  place of origin
	Consistent use of terminology, clearer
	EU

	37 
	2.3.3 Record keeping
	4th indent
	Substantive
	A record of all PEQ activities conducted in the station (e.g. staff activities, inspections, pest detections, pest identifications, testing, treatments, disposal and release of consignments of plants for planting in quarantine)
	These are important activities that need to be recorded.
	USA

	38 
	2.4 Diagnosis and removal of quarantine pests or vectors
	sentence 1
	substantive
	PEQ stations should have systems in place for monitoring for pest occurrence in the PEQ station and its vicinity as well as for detecting and identifying quarantine pests or potential vectors of quarantine pests and local indigenous pests
	There is a need to be able recognise/diagnose local species – such that if a local species does enter then procedures/facilities can be reviewed to prevent such occurrences, and they can be rapidly determined to be not of quarantine concern. 
	Australia

	39 
	2.5 Audit of PEQ stations
	new sentence
	substantive
	The NPPO should ensure that the PEQ station is audited on a regular basis to ensure tht the station meets the physical and operational requirements. All facilities, systems and records should be officially audited to ensure compliance with the procedures and maintenance of the pest free status of the plants. 
	Audit by any competent, official organisation should be permitted as long as this is done under the authority of the NPPO. Care should be taken to avoid a conflict of interest where the NPPO operates and audits the facility. This may include, where appropriate, third party audits.
	Australia

	40 
	3. Completion of PEQ Process
	
	
	
	
	

	41 
	APPENDIX 1: Requirements for PEQ stations
	both tables: Pests airborne or mobile 
	substantive
	- alternative host material ….(in any direction) within reason (excluding abnormal weather events, unforeseen natural disasters, etc)
	Other risks should be managed in entry conditions
	Australia



	42 
	APPENDIX 1: Requirements for PEQ stations
	4th row, 2nd column, 10th bullet
	Substantive
	•
High-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filtration or its equivalent (HEPA filters to trap 99.97% of particles of 0.3 microns in diameter and 99.99% of particles of greater or smaller size)
	Remove remaining part of the wording within brackets as it does not add anything and could be confusing.
	Canada

	43 
	APPENDIX 1: Requirements for PEQ stations
	All bullet items
	Editorial
	Numbering of the ítems that are in bullts
	To facilitate ease of reference and comments
	Kenya

	44 
	APPENDIX 1: Requirements for PEQ stations
	.Biological characteristic
	Substantive


	Pests or pest vectors that are airborne or mobile and are greater than 0.2mm in size to be prevented from entry or escape by mesh 
 (e.g. aphids)  
	
It is not necessary to describe the size specifically because the reason for 0.2mm is not clear. 
	JAPAN

	45 
	APPENDIX 1: Requirements for PEQ stations
	PEQ station requirment, 6rd indent
	Substantive


	Mesh less than 0.2 mm (70 mesh) (e.g. for screen house and over vents) to prevent pest or vector entry or escape
	As above comment 

	JAPAN

	46 
	APPENDIX 1: Requirements for PEQ stations
	Biological characteristic


	Substantive


	Pest or pest vectors that are airborne or mobile and less than 0.2 mm in size to be prevented from escape by negative air pressure gradients (e.g. some mite or thrips species)
	As above comment 

	JAPAN

	47 
	APPENDIX 1: Requirements for PEQ stations
	Appendix table
	Substantive 

Editorial

Technical

Editorial

Technical
	Pests that are exclusively graft-transmitted (e.g. some viruses or phytoplasmas, where  the vector is known to be absent)
Backup electricity supply system for air flow systems and to maintain other equipment

High-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filtration or its equivalent (HEPA filters to trap 99.97% of particles of 0.3 microns in diameter and 99.99% of particles of greater or smaller size)

A Bbackup electricity supply system for air flow systems to maintain negative air pressure gradients to maintain for other equipment

HEPA filtration or its equivalent (HEPA filters to trap 99.97% of particles of 0.3 microns in diameter and 99.99% of particles of greater or smaller size)
	As written ‘exclusively’ is very restrictive and our experts know of few (if any) organisms which are exclusively graft transmitted. It is the known absence of the vector which is important. 

repetition of bullet further down

This additional specification is confusing as we are unable to understand how the filtration can be more precise for particles of smaller size. 
Consistent wording with box before

This additional specification is confusing as we are unable to understand how the filtration can be more precise for particles of smaller size.  


	EU


	This document is printed in limited numbers to minimize the environmental impact of FAO's processes and contribute to climate neutrality. Delegates and observers are kindly requested to bring their copies to meetings and to avoid asking for additional copies. 
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