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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Fifth Session

Rome, 22-26 March 2010
A robust international standard setting and implementation programme

Description of member consultation periods

Outcome of friends of the Chair meeting on Agenda Item 9.9
Agenda Item 9; 9.9 of the Provisional Agenda
The outcome of the friends of the chair meeting held 22 March 2010 on Agenda item 9.9 (Description of member consultation periods) of CPM-5 was the following agreed text designed to ensure appropriate use of comment periods, with the objective of minimizing unnecessary comments where possible. This text also takes account of the concerns raised by members on translation needs and associated issues.
7. The CPM is invited to:

1. Note that the 100 day June-September consultation period is the key comment period.

2. Note that comments made until 14 days prior to CPM should be only substantive comments clearly linked to revised text or for correction of evident errors.

7.3
Note that some member countries would be likely to participate more actively if comments may be submitted on draft ISPMs in languages other than English. Any further consideration of this issue should be based on the availability of additional financial resources and, more importantly, consider the implications for the timing and efficiency in developing ISPMs.
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