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In 2011, the Sixth Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures (CPM-6) adopted the revised version of the ISPM 12:2011 (Phytosanitary Certificates) which included a blank Appendix 1 entitled Electronic certification, information on standard XML schemes and exchange mechanisms (2006-003).  

The task of developing the draft Appendix 1 was given to the ePhyto Steering Committee of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), supported by three working groups. The Steering Committee, in cooperation with the Standards Committee (SC), assigned a steward for the topic, drafted the appendix and submitted it to the SC in April 2012. The SC reviewed and revised the draft appendix and approved it to be submitted for member consultation in 2012
.

1. Reports of meetings on electronic certification

Links to reports from the IPPC ePhyto Steering Committee and associated working groups may be found on the IPPC ePhyto homepage: ePhyto.ippc.int
2. Websites required for completion of electronic phytosanitary certificates

To assist IPPC members in preparing their comments on this draft Appendix 1, the following information is provided.

If electronic phytosanitary certificates will be used, national plant protection organizations (NPPOs) should develop and use systems that generate certificates using standardized language, message content and exchange protocols. The draft Appendix 1 to ISPM 12:2011 provides guidance on these elements and refers to the IPPC ePhyto homepage (ePhyto.ippc.int), located on the International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP). 
The IPPC ePhyto homepage provides further details and links indicated in the draft Appendix by "Link 1", “Link 2”,  etc. It contains the names and links for all the codes required to issue an electronic phytosanitary certificate and it links to other information such as the United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT) Extensible Markup Language (XML) schema. Some of the links are external websites, whereas others are additional pages on the IPPC website. 

2. 1
Formats 

General (See Section 1 of the draft appendix)
Link 1: World Wide Web Consortium (WC3) Extensible Markup Language (XML) provides background information on electronic certification standards and formats (ePhyto is a subset of electronic certification).  This will provide NPPOs a general understanding when using standardized language for exchange of electronic certificate data between NPPOs.

Link 2: UN/CEFACT SPS schema also provides additional background information on the UN/CEFACT Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) schema, data mapping and recommendations in regards to electronic certification.
Specific XML schemas for phytosanitary certificates(ePhytos) (See Section 1 of the draft appendix)
Link 3: XML schema specifically for the IPPC ePhyto certificate for export.
Link 4: XML schema specifically for the IPPC ePhyto certificate for re-export.

· Replacement of phytosanitary certificates (See Section 5 of the draft appendix to ISPM 12:2011)
Link 17: In cases where phytosanitary certificates need to be replaced, the IPPC replacement of phytosanitary certificates code should be used.
2.2
Harmonized codes

NPPOs will have free access to the relevant web sites via the IPPC ePhyto homepage and there obtain the necessary codes to be used for electronic certification. A procedure will be put in place that will also allow NPPOs to suggest amendments to these codes, especially for the addition of new codes and their definitions. 
Country codes (See Section 2.1 of the draft appendix)
Link 5: International Organization for Standardization (ISO) country codes shall be used.

Scientific names of plants and pests (See Section 2.2 of the draft appendix)
Link 6: The European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (EPPO) database shall be used.

Product description (See Section 2.3 of the draft appendix)

Link 8: For the type of packaging, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) recommendation 21 shall be used. 

Link 7: For other elements of the product description, IPPC defined codes shall be used.

Link 9: For weight, volume and additional elements for product description, such as height: the UNECE recommendations shall be followed (Recommendation 20).

Treatments (See Section 2.4 of the draft appendix)

Link 10: For treatment types, IPPC defined codes shall be used.

Link 11: For active ingredients, Codex Alimentarius codes shall be used.

Link 12: For concentration and temperature, the UNECE recommendations shall be followed (Recommendation 20).

Codes for additional declarations (See Section 2.5 of the draft appendix)

Link 13 provides examples of codes for the recommended wording for additional declarations given in Appendix 2 of ISPM 12:2011. It also provides some proposals for wording of additional declarations. Moreover, free text can be used wherever the required additional declaration is not or is insufficiently covered by the codes described.
Further elements (See Section 2.6 of the draft appendix)
Link 14: For time and date, the UNECE recommendations shall be followed (Recommendation 7).

Link 15: For points of entry or other locations, the UNECE United Nations Code for Trade and Transportation Locations (UN/LOCODE) codes shall be used.

2.3
Exchange mechanisms (See Section 3 of the draft appendix):

Link 16: For transmission of electronic data, the UN/CEFACT recommendation on digital evidence certification gives general and specific information on security for electronic certification (recommendation 37).
3.
Explanations on paragraph Declared name and address of consignee under section 6. Details for filling out electronic certificates of the draft Appendix 1 to ISPM 12:2011

In the April 2012 SC meeting
, it was noted that the requirements in section 6, in regards to Declared name and address of consignee, were different from those in ISPM 12:2011 and guidance from the IPPC ePhyto Steering Committee was needed to explain the reason for this. In particular, the term to order was used on the paper phytosanitary certificate, but the draft text for Appendix 1 to ISPM 12:2011 requires the name and address of a contact person. 
The IPPC ePhyto Steering Committee explained that in the development of ePhyto systems, the primary focus has been from an export perspective in wanting to send/relay electronic certification data directly to an NPPO of the importing country well in advance of the consignment actually arriving at the border. With this new method of delivering official assurances, there is an equally important need to take into account the role and needs of an NPPO of the importing country/border clearance process/operation.  Within the ePhyto environment, the NPPO of the importing country is receiving phytosanitary certification data only for the consignment. All other associated export documentation normally involved in the hard copy certificate, which enabled the identification of the "consignee or their contact person for the consignment", will not be available to the NPPO of the importing country. Therefore, when using electronic certificates, more details are needed.
The length of the 2012 member consultation for draft ISPMs is 110 days (1 July 2012 to 20 October 2012). All comments must be submitted by the IPPC contact point and should be submitted using the IPPC Online Comment System (OCS)
. For assistance with the OCS, please send an email to the OCS team at IPPC-OCS@fao.org. 
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