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NAPPO report to the 24th Technical Consultation among Regional Plant Protection Organizations, Nadi, Fiji, August 27, 2012
Standard setting 

NAPPO focuses its standard setting activities on the development of Regional Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (RSPM). 

Although we discuss and exchange views on draft International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs), NAPPO does not usually formulate regional positions, nominate experts, nor provide comments on draft ISPMs.  NAPPO member countries have identified this as a role for their National Plant Protection Organizations.

NAPPO does collaborate with the Secretariat of the IPPC to host events in North America.  The most recent example was the IPPC Workshop on the International Movement of Grains, held in Vancouver, Canada in December 2011 which was hosted and organized by NAPPO.

It should be noted that there is an anomaly in the member country composition of NAPPO and the FAO region for North America.  NAPPO is composed of Canada, the United States and Mexico while the FAO region for North America does not include Mexico.  This difference can complicate communication and collaboration between NAPPO and the IPPC.

We do from time to time identify NAPPO regional standards for consideration as ISPMs, the best known example being ISPM 15 on wood packing.  NAPPO had developed and implemented a regional standard for wood packing several years before discussions began at the IPPC.

Other examples are: 

· Guidelines for the Use of Irradiation as a Phytosanitary Treatment 
· Guidelines for the Establishment, Maintenance and Verification of Fruit Fly Free Areas in North America 
· Guidelines for the Establishment, Maintenance and Verification of Areas of Low Pest Prevalence for Insects 
· Integrated Pest Risk Management Measures for the Importation of Plants for Planting into NAPPO Member Countries; and 
· Guidelines for Consignments in Transit 
· Pest Free Areas 
More recently approved NAPPO standards which may be useful for future international consideration include:

· Guidelines for Regulating the Movement of Ships and Cargo from Areas Infested with the Asian Gypsy Moth 

· Guidelines for Pathway Risk Analysis

The following standards and protocols will be presented for NAPPO approval in October, 2012:

· Phytosanitary Measures to facilitate the trade of Christmas trees

· Diagnostic Protocol for Huanglongbing (citrus greening)

· Surveillance Protocol for the Tomato Leaf Miner, Tuta absoluta
NAPPO has recently initiated development of RSPMs on the following topics:

· Pest Risk Management

· Oversight (including any activities performed by officials of the importing country on the territory of the exporting country)

Other technical issues we are examining which may not necessarily lead to the development of RSPMs include:

· Technically justified risk managament measures for hosts of  L. botrana; and

· Technically justified risk managament measures for hosts of Drosophila suzukii 
· Area-wide management of Huanglongbing
Information exchange  

NAPPO maintains a website at www.nappo.org
All activities, documents, standards, reports etc. of the organization are posted there.  In addition, NAPPO countries report through the NAPPO Phytosanitary Alert System to the International Phytosanitary Portal on new pest situations.  

As NAPPO member countries all participate in the CPM and other activities of the IPPC, there is no need or demand for assistance in meeting their IPPC obligations.
Technical assistance 

NAPPO Panel meetings are open by invitation to other national or regional plant protection organizations.  For example, the NAPPO Citrus Panel has invited participants from Central and South America to participate in its meetings and conferences.  Other recent examples include two workshops on citrus diseases held in Mexico with presentations on Huanglongbing, an important emerging pest for citrus, and a European participant in the NAPPO e-Certification Panel.
NAPPO member countries also participate actively in direct technical assistance, especially in the area of PRA.  The Centre for Plant Health and Technology of APHIS frequently presents training courses around the globe.  In Canada, the CFIA has done a significant amount of PRA training in India over the past few years.  
Dispute settlement
NAPPO has its own regional dispute settlement mechanism. One of the most difficult phases of dispute settlement is engaging international experts to work as arbitrators/mediators.  There are very few people available who have the technical background and who know dispute settlement techniques that can be used to arrive at a just solution.   The other difficulty is that many experts work for other NPPOs and because of potentially sensitive bilateral issues, do not want to become involved in dispute settlement.

Our experience has been that trying to maintain a roster of experts is not an efficient mechanism.  We seek experts on a case by case basis.  
Funding the IPPC 

In addition to providing their regular assessment to FAO, NAPPO countries have provided human resource support to the IPPC for many years.  This has included providing professionals to work in the Secretariat for lengthy terms and providing logistical and administrative support prior to and following the CPM. 

Other activities undertaken by NAPPO
NAPPO currently holds the Chair of the Interamerican Coordinating Group in Plant Protection.  This group is composed of the RPPOs of the Americas.  One of the challenges we face is to bring the RPPOs of Latin America and the Caribbean, and the Andean Community back into active participation in the group.

NAPPO also operates a website to manage its Phytosanitary Alert System.  See: http://www.pestalert.org
PAGE  
3

