IPPC 2006 Pest Free Area (PFA) Survey
Background Information    

It was decided at ICPM-7 that a feasibility study be undertaken on the international recognition of pest free areas. A proposal for the composition of a Working Group and its terms of reference was prepared by a Focus Group (July 2005) for submission, through the IPPC Strategic Planning and Technical Assistance (SPTA) group, to the first session of the CPM in 2006. The CPM decided that the IPPC Secretariat should first undertake a survey to ascertain the degree and extent to which existing pest free areas (PFAs) were being used as a phytosanitary measure by contracting parties.

Should time allow, the results of this survey will be collated and presented to the CPM via the SPTA meeting to be held in October 2006. This data will then be used as a source of official information on existing PFAs, and associated challenges, for the anticipated discussions on the possible international recognition of PFAs at CPM-2.

Instructions    

We would appreciate it if you could please ensure that the appropriate person/s in your organization receive/s and complete/s the survey we have developed for this purpose. Deadline for completion: 30 September 2006

In completing the form there are some points that should be noted:

1. The survey is only concerned with pest free areas (PFAs - ISPM 4: Requirements for the establishment of Pest Free Areas). Please note, the survey is not seeking information on pest free production sites, places of production, etc.

A pest free area is defined (ISPM 5: Glossary of phytosanitary terms as terms) as being: “An area in which a specific pest does not occur as demonstrated by scientific evidence and in which, where appropriate, this condition is being officially maintained”.

2. If specific information (e.g. cost of establishment) is not available, please still complete the remainder of the survey to the extent possible. We would rather receive incomplete information on PFAs than none at all.

3. Completed a survey form for each pest free area in your country. You will need to start the survey again for each PFA on which you report (due to limitation of the software).

It is also our intention to try and find out if there are reasons why countries have not established PFAs. Therefore, if you have considered this option and actively decided against the establishment of PFAs, please complete the survey so that we can include this information.

Structure    

The following structure will be used to collect data and for the anticipated reporting:

1. Background Information

2. Instructions

3. Contact Information (for IPPC Secretariat use)

3.1 Country

3.2 Contact person

3.3 E-mail

4. Use of PFAs

4.1 Is your country using PFAs?

4.2 Reason your country has not establish PFAs

5. Status of PFA

5.1 PFA No. or Code [if several PFAs described]

5.2 Pest(s) (scientific name)

5.3 Commodity/ies

5.4 Location and approximate size of the area

5.5 Established and functioning PFA

5.6 Benefits

5.7 Cost

5.8 Termination of a PFA

5.9 PFA under development

5.10 Comments

6. Challenges encountered

6.1 Establishment

6.2 Recognition

6.3 Maintenance

7. Additional comments  

4. Contact Information
Please provide contact information which can be used if there is a need to seek further information or to clarify any information.  

1. Country  
	


2. Contact person (general contact in relation with all data provided below)  
	


3. E-mail:  
	


5. Use of PFAs    

If you answer yes for the first question below, please complete a survey for each PFA, providing as much detail as possible  

4. Is your country using PFAs as a phytosanitary measure?  

 Yes 

 Under development 

 No 

5. Reason your country has not establish PFAs  

no identified need (i.e. no pest, trade for which could be applied)  

could be used but do not have the capacity to put them in place  

could be used but are using other possible measures  

not required by trading partner  

capacities to maintain a PFA are not available  

difficulty with recognition  

Other (please specify) 
	


6. Status of PFA    

6. PFA No. or Code [if several PFAs described]  
	


7. Pest(s) (scientific name)

	


8. Commodity/ies

	


9. Location and approximate size of the area

	


10. Established and functioning PFA  

Date established  
	


Date recognised by trading partners 
	


Any temporary suspension of PFA status (Y/N)?

	


 Date suspended

	


Reason for suspension

	


Date reinstated

	


Are there clear parameters for suspension of PFA status (Y/N)?

	


Are there clear parameters for the reinstatement of PFA status (Y/N)?

	


11. Benefits

	


12. Cost (please include the currency)  

Establishment

	


Maintenance

	


13. Termination of a PFA  

Date established

	


Date terminated

	


Reason for termination

	


14. PFA under development  

Date initiated

	


Is this being undertaken with the close cooperation of your trading partners? 
	


Date of contact of importing country (date of initiation)     
	


Stage of the establishment process (definition, recognition)    
	


15. Comments: add any additional comments you wish to make on the status of the PFA (point 6 only)  
	


7. Challenges encountered   
Please note any challenges you encountered during the establishment, recognition or maintenance of the PFA.  

16. Establishment e.g. failure to control the pest, lacked technical capacity 
	


17. Recognition e.g. administrative delays, lack of contact point, negotiation with trading partner  
	


18. Maintenance e.g. technical challenges, controls on the movement of material, cost / benefit  
	


8. Additional comments
Should you have any additional comments or suggestions not covered in this survey, please do so here.  

19. Comments  
	


9. Thank you for your time and effort!    

We appreciate your feedback and the information will be valuable when discussing the possible international recognition of PFAs.

It is your feedback that will assist us to have a meaningful discussion on the possible recognition of pest free areas.

Thanks again!

IPPC Secretariat






