[image: image1.jpg]COSAV




International Plant Protection Convention                                   
TC-RPPOs_2013

COSAVE
Agenda item 5.3

25th Technical Consultation among RPPO, August 2013
[image: image2.jpg]RN
NINWN=~F .7

~NN




COSAVE REPORT

1. DECISIONS

· Decision N° 126/31-13M, agreement on the need of establishing a Permanent Headquarters for this regional organization based in the city of Montevideo, Uruguay.

· In March 2013 ended the formal process for Adhesion of Peru as COSAVE member.

· Decision 199/76 - 12D : “Minimal requirements for inspection and transference sites”

· Decision 200/76 - 12D: Regional Standard of Phytosanitary Protection 2.12: “Requirements for the authorization of border inspection points (PIF) for regulated articles”

This standard describes the basic requirements that a PIF should met to apply inspection procedures of regulated articles destined to import and export as well as to control international transit, complying with phytosanitary requirements. Consignment identity and integrity will be determined by physical examination, document verification and phytosanitary inspection.

· Decision 202/77 - 13D: Regional Standard of Phytosanitary Protection 2.13: “Procedures for Transit of regulated articles among COSAVE countries”

This standard aims to harmonize a procedure to control international transit among COSAVE countries, to facilitate regional trade.

· Decision 201/76 - 12D: “Harmonization of Phytosanitary Requirements for importation of wheat and soybean seed” 

It establishes options of phytosanitary measures for extra region countries, considering quarantine pests transmitted by seed of each COSAVE country.

· Decision 203/77 - 13D: “List of pests present in Eucalyptus spp. and Pinus spp. in COSAVE Region” 

It establishes the lists of pests present in these two forestry species in each COSAVE country.

2. VIRTUAL AND REGIONAL SCHOOL OF PHYTOSANITARY INSPECTION 

The “Competitive Fund for Technical Cooperation for Projects of Technical Cooperation” (FonCT) is an initiative with IICA own resources to finance multi-national projects on technical cooperation considering needs identified by countries. A proposal was developed by the IICA specialist on Agricultural Health and Food Safety (AHFS), Ing. Agr. Lourdes Fonalleras, which was presented to the FonCT 2012 call. The Project “Virtual and Regional School of Phytosanitary Inspection” was selected and it will be financed primarily with FonCT resources.

COSAVE supports the definition and future implementation of this Project, through the Technical Working Group on “Sampling, Inspection and Certification”, participating in the Consulting Group of the Project.
General Objective: To contribute to protect the phytosanitary status, and hence improve productivity and competitiveness of the Andean and South Regions´ agriculture, by strengthening the technical capacity of National Plant Protection Organizations to conduct effective phytosanitary inspection and certification.

Countries participating in this Project are Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay, being the National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPO) of these countries the direct counterparties.

The Project gives priority to the virtual modality, which is an innovation, and has a participation strategy in which the needs and views of countries are the basis on which to build the concept of the Virtual and Regional School of Phytosanitary Inspection

In the same way, it is posed an international and regional approach, as well as a national approach that meets the standards and needs of each NPPO in particular.

3. REGIONAL PROGRAMMES 

Regional Plan for HLB Containment (Candidatus liberibacter spp.) in citrus: Basic information from all COSAVE countries was collected and a Course for field inspectors was carried out at FUNDECITRUS, Araraquara, Brazil on April 2013. An activity for the development of a Protocol for safe introduction of germplasm into COSAVE countries, is planned for this year 

Regional Plan for Eucalyptus bronze bug (Thaumastocoris peregrinus) control:  In October 2012, COSAVE TG on Forestry Health together with PROCISUR researchers met in order to agree on the harmonization of procedures for this pest surveillance, as well as procedures for the introduction, rearing and release of its biological control agent. 

Regional Program for cotton boll weevil (Anthonomus grandis) control: A consultant was hired to prepare a profile and project for submission to the Fund for Structural Convergence of MERCOSUR (FOCEM) to achieve its funding

4. PARTICIPATION IN REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

Between August 2012-August 2013 COSAVE has been participated in the following regional and international events: Inter-American Group on Coordination in Plant Health (GICSV), Standard Committee, Regional Workshop on Draft ISPM, Technical Panels (Glossary and Phytosanitary Treatments), Strategic Planning Group (formerly SPTA), and Eighth Session of the Commission on Phytosanitary Measures.

In particular, GICSV has been restarted its activities, involving the RPPO NAPPO, OIRSA and COSAVE, holding the Secretariat NAPPO.  

GICSV agreed on the importance of improving communication and information exchange and met in November 2012, in a face to face meeting where the Work Plan, now being implemented, was approved. In this regard a virtual meeting was conducted before CPM-8 to exchange positions on the main CPM-8 agenda items.

A Regional Workshop on Introduction to the IPPC “e-Phyto” was held on June 2013, for which RPPO previously coordinated a survey among their member countries to harmonize information to be exchanged during the Workshop, in order to know developments in relation to electronic certification in GICSV regions.

5. WORK PLAN 2013

Main activities carried out through the corresponding Technical Groups (TG) are described below:

Plant Quarantine: 

· Harmonization of phytosanitary import requirements for festuca, sorghum and lucerne seed. 

· Revision of adopted list of regional quarantine pests considering the recent adhesion of Peru to COSAVE, to send a proposal for adoption by COSAVE Directive Committee.

· Analysis of emergent pests for COSAVE region: the TG on Plant Quarantine analyzed the following emergent pests for COSAVE region: Drosophilla susukii, Helicoverpa armigera, Pseudomonas syringae pv. actinidiae, Trioza erytreae and Halymorpha halys. Potential pathways of introduction were identified and pest risk assessed, concluding that all of them are of medium to high risk, suggesting including them in the regional list of quarantine pests.

CPM Issues: Draft ISPM under member consultation in both periods (normal and substantive comment period) were analyzed and a proposal will be submitted to the Directive Committee, in order to send comments to IPPC on the drafts under member consultation as COSAVE position.
