
Main features of Appendix 1
The main objective of the Appendix is to establish the harmonization of 
phytosanitary data to allow the efficient transmission of ePhytos. 

The Appendix aims to deliver harmonization of the following:
++ XML message structure
++ XML schema contents
++ Country names
++ Scientific names of plants and pests
++ Description of consignment
++ Treatments
++ Additional declarations

Approval of Appendix 1
CPM-9 approved Appendix 1 to ISPM 12 during its annual meeting in 
Rome in April 2014. After country consultation and discussions in the 
Standards Committee, there were no substantial concerns raised by the 
IPPC contracting parties. 

Therefore the appendix was approved without further discussion 
during CPM-9. The Appendix is now an official part of ISPM 12 and 
available on the IPPC website. 

What is the Appendix 1 to ISPM 12?
Appendix 1 to ISPM 12 is a document that describes the format and 
the contents of electronic phytosanitary certificates (ePhytos) and their 
exchange between NPPOs.

The ePhyto format is based on the UN/CEFACT XML schema with 
guidance on placing all elements of a phytosanitary certificate in a 
harmonized way in the schema.

The full title of the Appendix 1 to ISPM 12 is “Electronic certification, 
information on standard XML schemes and exchange mechanisms”.

Appendix 1 is a critical component to develop and ensure global 
harmonization in the use of ePhyto.

NPPOs are encouraged to use harmonized terms and codes for the 
contents of the certificate. The exchange of ePhytos should be secure 
and harmonized. 
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What is an ePhyto?

•	 ePhyto is short for “electronic 
phytosanitary certificate”.  
An ePhyto is the electronic version  
of a phytosanitary certificate. 

•	 All the information contained in  
a paper phytosanitary certificate is also 
detailed in the ePhyto.

•	 ePhytos can be exchanged electronically 
between NPPOs.

•	 ePhytos should be produced in 
accordance with ISPM 12 and 
its Appendix 1. ePhytos contain 
phytosanitary data in XML format.

What is an ePhyto system?

•	 An ePhyto system is the IT system by 
which phytosanitary certificates are 
produced and exchanged electronically 
between NPPOs.

•	 ePhyto exchange means the sending  
and receiving of ePhytos between  
two countries. 

•	 Point-to-point exchange is when  
the ePhyto exchange is directly between 
the NPPO of the exporting country and 
the NPPO of the importing country. 

•	 Single point exchange is the option  
when the ePhyto exchange between 
NPPOs of several exporting countries  
and NPPOs of several importing  
countries is through a single location.

https://www.ippc.int/publications/phytosanitary-certificates


Implementation of Appendix 1 –  
ePhyto Steering Group
The IPPC ePhyto Steering Group was established by the CPM-8 to 
coordinate work on key components to further harmonize ePhyto and 
assist countries with their implementation of ePhyto.

The ePhyto Steering Group is working on an implementation strategy 
for Appendix 1 and will consider supporting arrangements and capacity 
development. The ePhyto Steering Group will report to CPM-10 (2015) 
on the strategy to successfully implement Appendix 1. 

Management of Appendix 1
The next challenge is to update the terms and codes that support 
ePhyto harmonization. The process to maintain this technical 
information is being development. 

Whilst the text of the Appendix itself will not change, the underlying 
technical information will be updated. This information is on the IPPC 
website so can be more comprehensive and changed more easily than 
in the contents of the Appendix. This technical information is either 
directly available on the IPPC ePhyto website or linked through to the 
websites of other organizations that develop and maintain it.

 The changes will include further harmonization of terms and codes 
and the details of exchanging ePhytos. Although harmonization will be 
an on-going process, NPPOs can now already start implementation of 
harmonized ePhytos.
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Additional resources

The IPPC website has a lot of information 
on the history of ePhyto development 
– use the links below to find out more 
information:

•	 IPPC ePhyto – home page

•	 IPPC ePhyto – Steering Group and 
recent developments

•	 IPPC ePhyto – codes and schema

International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC)
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00153 Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39 06 5705 4812 | Fax: +39 06 5705 4819
Email: ippc@fao.org | Web: www.ippc.int

Contact us 
ePhyto Steering Group

The IPPC Secretariat is hosted and provided by© FAO 2014

http://ephyto.ippc.int/
http://ephyto.ippc.int/
https://www.ippc.int/core-activities/ephyto
https://www.ippc.int/core-activities/ephyto/ephyto-2013-2014
https://www.ippc.int/core-activities/ephyto/ephyto-2013-2014
http://ephyto.ippc.int/
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