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                            DESCRIPTION OF NPPO-SURINAME
a. National Level
Plant Quarantine is one of the components, among others, of the Agricultural Health System in Suriname, aiming at regulating the movement of plants and parts thereof both domestically as well as internationally. The Department of Plant Protection and Quality Control, a department located at the Directorate Agricultural Research, Processing and Marketing of the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries, is the executing authority of all matters related to the import and / or export of fresh agricultural products.

The policy of Plant Quarantine is set by the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries and is in accordance with the policies set by the Government, which is to facilitate production and trade in agricultural products. To regulate this, the Plant Protection and Quality Control Department is engaged in the enforcement of the Plant Protection Ordinance, G.B. 1965, no.102 , which regulate the aforementioned commodities entering Suriname.

b. International Level

At the international level, the department is engaged in the implementation of ratified international conventions related to agricultural products, including the International Plant Protection Convention ( IPPC ), and the World Trade Organization’ Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement ( WTO-SPS ). These are the legal instruments that regulates the international trade in agricultural products, through guidelines and standards set by these organizations which the signatories / member states should put into force.

2. Phytosanitary Procedures

a. Import Procedures

Although Suriname is participating in the globalization and the trade liberalization process, the import of agricultural products is regulated by the Plant Protection Ordinance (Art.3 and Art.5). Here to, an import application form, Phytosanitary Import Permit, is developed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries for users who wants to import any agriculture product.

All applications are processed by the Plant Protection and Quality Control Department, which include a Pest Risk Analysis (PRA). Only in the case of low or non-risk a permit will be granted, including the additional requirements which the importer’s consignment should meet viz. a valid phytosanitary certificate, issued by a competent and recognized government authority of the exporting country, and eventually when necessary an appropriate quarantine treatment.

Upon arrival of the consignment, the importer should notify the Plant Protection and Quality Control Department of such, since inspection is mandatory. Only when the Quarantine Inspector conclude that the consignment is free from any quarantine pest and the documents needed are in compliance with the additional requirements, an Import Inspection Voucher will be issued, so that the Customs Department could clear the commodities to enter in the “free traffic”.

In case a pest of quarantine importance and/or a regulated non-quarantine pest is intercepted, the Inspector can demand a quarantine treatment or seize and destroy the consignment. This depends on the level of risk said consignment could pose to Suriname’s agriculture sector.

b. Export Procedures

With respect to export procedures the department is engaged in the control and monitoring of consignments prepared for export. This exercise is taking place only on the request of the exporter, which should know the import regulations and requirements of the country to which he will be exporting to. 

Depending on these regulations and requirements the exporter will notify the department to conduct the inspection prior to export.This inspection include a visual inspection to assure that the consignment is free of any harmful pest. In some cases, where treatment is a mandatory requirement of the importing country, the department will conduct a treatment which can be either fumigation or a chemical spray treatment.

Only when the exporter complies with the requirements set by the importing country for a particular commodity, the Quarantine Inspector will be issuing a Phytosanitary Certificate.
