Description of NPPO Myanmar
Background
Plant Protection Division (PPD) is one of the eight Divisions under Department of Agriculture under Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation, established in 1979 with technical and financial assistance from FAO/UNDP. Strict enforcement of Laws regarding in the field of plant protection, the pest incidences and marketing of pesticides were under controlled. 

Myanmar has already signed to International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) since May 2006. As of Plant Protection Division is National Plant Protection Organization (NPPO) in Myanmar, the major task is to undertaken the activities of Integrated Pest Management based plant pest control measures, managements of pesticides in state/regional level and district level and marketing of pesticides according to the Pesticide Law enacted in May 1990, Procedure Regulating to the Pesticide Law in July 1991, Formation of the Pesticide Registration Board in Feb 1992. The Pesticide Law has been revised to be in line with International Code of Conduct and PIC Procedure and under the process of Parliament to be affirmed.   

NPPO is legally responsible for issuing Sanitary Certificate for food safety and Phytosanitary Certificate and Import Certificate according to Plant Pest Quarantine Law enacted in June 1993. The law has being revised to be in line with International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM). Phytosanitary measures of NPPO, Myanmar have been implemented in compliance with ISPM 12, Importation measures with ISPM 20, and implementing ISPM 15 for wood packaging material. The certificates for Import and Export are issued in (Yangon) and also at the 9 border entry points and 2 International airports.

Vision

NPPO is to be a trusted, reliable, competent and efficient provider of plant protection services, to assist the nation to safety export and import agriculture commodities, to ensure sound management of pesticides, to help farmers to minimize the impact of pest damage by applying integrated pest management approaches, and to educate stakeholders (farmers, traders, government employees and general public) on all aspects of plant protection.

Mission

NPPO is undertaking food safety and Phytosanitary measures, Pesticides management and control, Pest management and extension education and field services.

 Policies adopted by NPPO

NPPO is giving plant protection recommendations based on Integrated Pest Management concepts and supporting sustainability of agricultural production, supervising and monitoring the standards of sanitary and phytosanitary measures taken for agricultural export items, if they are acceptable by international standards, monitoring and ensuring that pesticides used in food crop production for local consumption are in accordance with international food safety standards, ensuring that plant protection chemicals having minimum and adverse effect to human health and the environment, and managing conditions of agriculture system, which are in favor of IPM concept. 

Main duties and functions

NPPO is responsible for formulation and implementation of plant protection project, experimentation and transfer of plant protection technology appropriate for specific cropping system, crops and agronomic practices, monitoring safe and efficient use of pesticides, registration and quality control of pesticides, enforcing Pesticide Law and regulations, and Plant Quarantine Law and procedures to prevent spread of exotic pests and diseases, and organizing capacity building trainings, workshops and seminars on plant protection technologies. 

To be fully accomplished its main functions, NPPO is organized with (9) sections; Pesticide Registration Board, Pesticide Analytical Laboratory, Agricultural Products Analytical Laboratory, Biological Control, Plant Quarantine, Entomology, Plant Pathology, Weed Science, Rodent, and Administrative and Accounts, with the strength of 452 staff including head quarter, state/region and district level. 

Sections of Plant Pathology, Entomology, Weed Science and Rodent are taking responsible for giving early warnings, surveying and scouting, laboratory examination of diseased samples, assessment for crop loss, recommendation for control, laboratory examination of seed-borne insect pest/disease, laboratory examination for issuance of certificate for export commodities, surveying, conducting trainings and workshops, and analyzing technical documents for registration of chemical pesticides. Biocontrol is rearing predators and wasps for controlling borers, conducting Farmer Field School and analyzing technical documents of bio-pesticides for registration. 

Plant Quarantine Section is in charge for issuance of Phytosanitary certificates for export commodities, import certificate for the plants and plant products to be imported from abroad, implementing of wood packaging material, conducting and managing treatments to the commodities to be exported or imported, establishment of inspection points to enforce Plant Pest Quarantine Law, conducting post-entry quarantine activities, Pest Risk Analysis and stipulating Phytosanitary requirements, restrictions and prohibitions on imported plants and plant products, and launching educational programmes to the staff members, farmers and public sector related to trade.  

Pesticide Analytical Section is analyzing and evaluation of pesticides for registration in Myanmar, analyzing and certifying the quality of pesticides which are in commercial use and are to be imported. In addition to this, assessment of a particular pesticide and giving due recommendation for registration, monitoring of environmental pollution in areas with intensive use of pesticides, and participation to the harmonization program of MRLs in ASEAN region by conducting residue analysis for the proposed pesticides and commodities, certifying for Mycotoxin levels in food crops either for local consumption or export, analyzing biological and environmental samples for heavy metal contaminant, and  checking micro element content such as Zn, Cu, Mn, Pb, Ni, Cd in soil, water and foliar fertilizer for nutrient prediction in soil.

Pesticide Registration Board has been formed with (15) persons from relevant Ministries, namely, Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, Ministry of Health and Sports, Ministry of Commence, Ministry of Natural Resource and Environmental Conservation, and Ministry of Home Affairs according to the Pesticide Law.

NPPO is challenging for expansion activities within the country and as well as with other nations in the region, setting-up strong technical team with well-trained personnel equipped with adequate laboratory facilities, strengthen Plant Quarantine Inspection offices including Head Office, and facilitating trade flow and analyzing residue for food safety. 

